
April 4, 1995

William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 MStreet, N,W" Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re; ET Docket No. 94-32

Dear Mr. Caton;

In the above-referenced Fiat Report and Order and Second Notice of Proposed Rule Makin,
("Allocation Decision"), the Commission allocates the first SO MHz of federa15pectrum from the 200
MHz required by Congress, including the 4660-4685 MHz band.1 Pursuant to Section 1.415 ofthe
Commission's RuleA,2 The Filed Point-to·Pamt Communications Section, Network Equipment
Division of the Telecomm\ln~cations Industry Association eTIA"), hereby replies to certain comments
on the Allocation Dsmsjon.3 Specifically, TIA supports a propo5al by the American Petroleum
Institute ("APr) to allocate the 4660~4685 MHz band for fixed point-to-point microwave users, which
have lost the 2 GHz band and are in danger of losing other band5, such as the 6 GHz band.

In the Allocation Decision. the Commission allocates the 2390-2400 and 2402-2417 MHz bands for
pes and mobile services and it allocates the 4660-4685 MHz band for fixed and mobile services.
Rather than making freque~cy assignments for specific semces in the 4660-4685 MHz band, the
Commission establi1~hes a fl~ble allocation for fIXed and mobile services in a new General Wireless

lAllocation Order at paras. 1 and 41. ~W 47 U.S.C. Section 923 (1994).

247 C.F.R. Section 1.415 (1989).

3TIA is the principal iQ.dustry association representing fixed point-to-point microwave radio
manufacturers. TIA members serve, among others, companies licensed by the Commission to use the
ZGHz private and common ~Qrricr banda for provilion of important «nd QI$¢luil\1 t¢l¢OOmm\1mca~~ns
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Communications Service C1GWCS"). It proposes flexible technical and licensing requirements for the
awcs and it proposes auctioning these frequencies.4

Unfortunately, the Commission, in the Allocation ~isiQD, pays nup service" to the needs of fixed
point-to-point microwave users and it rejects assigning specific frequencies for those users in the
4660-4685 MHz band.' Not only doea the Olmmigglaft igftore the ~roblems that flied POiftt-t6-p6mt
microwave users will encounter when clearance of this band for PCS begins, it seems intent on
exacerbating the situation by seeking to erode availability of the 6 GHz band for fixed point-to-point
use.6

To curb the Commission's appetite for decreasing fixed point-to-point spectrum, API, in its comments
on the referenced rule making, proposes that the 4660-4685 MHz band be channe~d to permit
operation of 800 KHz bandwidth channels for fixed point-to-point microwave use.7 API claims that
these bands must be protected from auctions because private users will not be able to bid
competitively with commercial providers and because commercial providers can not be expected to
support the needs of private users.9 This frequency assignment would "fulfill, to a limited extent,
loss of the narrowband allocation from the bands 2130-2150 MHz and 2180-2200 MHz."9

The public interest definitely would be served by adopting API's proposal because: (i) spectrum to
support fIXed point-ta-point microwave users in the 2 GHz band was l08t in ET Docket No. 92-9 and
could be reduced further in WARC-9Sj (ii) long-haul, low density (paired 800 KHz chann~l) point-to­
point systems (such as the extensive petroleum data network connecting the oil platforms in the Gulf
of Mexico) have found continuing use in the private industry for many years, but these systems only

4Allocation Decision at paras. 60-83, 121-122.

5AllocatiQD Decision at para S3.

6gecond NQt~ of IllQuiry. In the Matter.g( Preparation for International TelecommYDication
Union World Radio Comntunlsa,tion Conferencet, Ie Dkt. No. 94-31 (released Jan. 311 1995)
(Commission inquires about sharing 60Hz band with satellite users).

7API at paras. 15-18 and Bxbibit·A

8API at paras. 12-14.

9API at para. 15. Several parties oppose auctioning these frequencies because it conflicts with
Section 309 of· the Communications Act of 1934, as amended. These parties include the Utilities
Telecommunications Council (at 5-8); Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials ­
International, Inc. (at 2); and Personal Communications Industry Association (at 3-4). TIA also
opposes auctIonIng these bands.
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can be supported currently on the heavily loaded 900 MHz band; and (iii) continuing need for long­
distance, low capacity service still exists in many areas for private and industrial users.10

TIA supports completely API's proposed channelization of the 4660-4685 MHz band. Should there
be any questions concerning these reply comments, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely.

Geot~~': G~/r-~
Denis Couillarc:l. Vice Chairman
Eric Schimmel, Vice Preaidont of TIA

FIXED POINT·rO"POrNTCOMMUNICATlONS
SECI'ION, NE'lWORK EQUIPMENT DIVISION
OF mE TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY
ASSOCIATION
2500 Wilson Blvd., Suite 300
Arlington, Virpia 22201
(703) 907·7700

cc: All parties of record

210338/GW03

10rbe low density, long haullystems that API supports have been used by petroleum, utility and
railroads to provide the data circuits to support oOlCing administration functions. Coordination
during emerlCDcies • when common carrier facilities are down • or provision of high reliability
communication to locations not served by common carriers (u, oil platforms or mountain junctions)
are the traditional roles for these systems.


